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About the report  
 

This report has been produced in the framework of the Horizon 2020-funded project LIVESEED.1 The 
main aim of LIVESEED is to boost the production and use of organic seeds and plant breeding for 
organic agriculture across Europe. It is co-ordinated by IFOAM EU, and its scientific coordinator is FIBL-
CH. 

Work Package 01 of LIVESEED explores EU Member States in terms of their implementation and best 
practices connected to the EU Organic Regulations, in the contexts of national regulatory and policy 
frameworks, specifically regarding the production, use, and transparency of organic seed.  

As part of this Work Package, Bionext, FiBL-DE and IFOAM EU visited selected countries during 2017-
2018, where the organic seed production is low, to understand their bottlenecks and possibilities for 
improvements regarding the production and the use of organic seeds at the national level. During the 
visits, several stakeholder groups were interviewed (competent authorities, seed database managers, 
seed companies, research institutions, organic farmers, seed associations, organic certifiers, etc) in 
each country.  

The main outcomes of the visits were summarized in country reports presenting the status quo for 
that given Member State. The reports’ findings then were disseminated among a wide range of 
national stakeholders in 2019 and discussed during workshops to define viable next steps to improve 
the status quo in each country. The Workshop for Poland took place on 13th May 2019, in Warsaw, 
and was co-organised by the Polish LIVESEED project partner, the Institute of Soil Science and Plant 
Cultivation (IUNG).  

This country report is recommended for national policymakers, and all stakeholders involved in the 
production and use of organic seed: national authorities, farmers, certifiers, producers, retailers, seed 
authorities, researchers and the civil society in general.  
 
For further information concerning this report, please contact: 
Ms. Maaike Raaijmakers: raaijmakers@bionext.nl 
Bionext is the Dutch chain organization for organic agriculture and food. 
 
For further information concerning the LIVESEED project, please contact: 
IFOAM EU Group 
Bram Moeskops: bram.moeskops@ifoam-eu.org 
Visit our website: liveseed.eu, and our social media: Facebook and Twitter: LIVESEEDeu   
 
LIVESEED has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 727230 and by the Swiss State Secretariat for Education, 
Research and Innovation (SERI) under contract number 17.00090. The information provided reflects 
the views of the authors. Neither the Research Executive Agency nor SERI is responsible for any use 
that may be made of the information provided.   
 
   

                                                           
1 http://liveseed.eu 
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Implementation of the regulation on organic seed in Poland 
Findings from the national visit to Poland, 11-13 June 2018  
  

1. General information  
In 2017, there were 20,257 organic farmers in Poland covering 3,4 % (=495,000 hectare) of the 
agricultural land area. From this area 25,6 % is permanent grassland, 67,8 % is covered with arable 
crops and 6,6 % are permanent crops. Source: Reports published by IJHARS in 2016-2018.  
  

2. Production and use of organic seed  
Currently, there are around 60 organic seed producers in Poland, mainly farmers. The seed companies 
that are selling organic seed on the Polish market are predominantly foreign companies, e.g. Bejo and 
Vilmorin producing vegetables seeds. The Polish seed company Torseed started to produce organic 
seeds in 2004, when Poland entered the European Union, but stopped after several years because 
they found no market for their seeds.  

The Polish organic seed database is an excel file with more than 600 varieties of different crops from 
more than 40 different suppliers. At least five suppliers offer vegetable seeds, the other suppliers offer 
seeds of forage and arable crops or vegetative planting material for fruit production.  

From crops that are outside the scope of the EU Directive on seed marketing, e.g. millet, there are no 
additional requirements for seed producers, therefore every organic farmer can produce this seed 
and offer it on the database. There is also a separate list for seeds from farms being in conversion to 
organic farming. In 2018, three farmers offered seeds on this list.  

There is a low use of certified seed in Poland. It is estimated that only 15% of the farmers use certified 
seed. Most farmers, both conventional and organic, re-use their own seed or buy uncertified seed. 
The use of farm saved seed is accepted as organic seed. Selling uncertified seed is illegal but buying is 
not. If a farmer uses farm saved seed from a protected variety, he is obliged to pay the so-called 
agricultural exemption fee to the breeder. However, farmers with less than 10 ha of agricultural land 
are exempt from this fee.  

  
3. Implementation of the EU regulation: the database and derogation policy  

The State Plant Health and Seed Inspection Service (PIORIN) is responsible for the management of the 
organic seed database. The database is updated once a month.  

The Voivodeship Plant Health and Seed Inspection Services (in total 16) are responsible for granting 
the derogations. There is no general derogation list so if an organic farmer wants to use a variety for 
which no organic seed is available, they always need a derogation. When a Polish organic farmer asks 
for a derogation to use a certain variety, the regional authority checks if there are similar varieties 
available in the organic seed database. If this is the case the farmer does not get a derogation.   

Within each voivodeship, the person considering the application for a derogation, compares the 
features of the requested variety with the varieties in the organic seed database on the basis of 
descriptions of varieties developed by COBORU (Research Centre for Cultivar Testing) and with a list 
of varieties recommended for the particular voivodeship. These COBORU lists for each voivodeship 
are updated each year. If the farmer disagrees with the decision from the regional authority, he can  
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submit an appeal. The regional authority will send this appeal to the national seed authority, where 
the case is reconsidered.  

Agricultural advisors support farmers to prepare the derogation request. The whole process is carried 
out on paper. All voivodeships send every 4 months a summary of the data on derogations to the 
seed authority in Warsaw. The seed authority gathers the information from the 16 regional offices, 
then they send it to the Department of Organic Farming of the Ministry of Agriculture, which then 
sends it to Brussels.   
  

4. Policy measures to increase production and use of organic seed  
To increase the production and use of organic seed from varieties that are suitable for organic farming, 
a network of organic field trials has been established (see point 5).  
  

5. Breeding research and field trials  
In order to establish a list of varieties recommended for organic production, the Institute of Soil 
Science and Plant Cultivation - State Research Institute (IUNG-PIB) has developed a network of organic 
field trials in cooperation with COBORU. In 2018, organic field trials started for some winter (rye, 
wheat, triticale) and spring cereals (barley, oat, wheat). In the future, they expect to include grain 
legumes.  

For vegetable crops, the Research Institute of Horticulture in Skierniewice has set up organic field 
trials. In addition, the seed company Bejo organizes demonstration fields in organic farms.    

  
6. Obstacles and opportunities  

There is no market demand for organic seeds and there is no economic incentive to produce organic 
seed for the Polish market. There is also a lack of trust between organic farmers and seed companies. 
Most farmers do not see the added value of buying certified seed in general, let alone buying (more 
expensive) organic seed. Except for the price, they see little difference between untreated 
conventional and organic seed, when it is the same variety.  

Many registered farmers are not farming themselves. They only collect the subsidies as a landowner 
and let someone else do the work for them. Farmers are not proactive either to sell their organic 
products. They often sell their products on the conventional market. Therefore, the ambition to use 
organic or certified seed is low.   

Most of the Polish organic vegetable products are processed and exported. Around 95% of the organic 
processing is in foreign hands. These companies tell farmers what varieties they should use, and they 
also deliver the seeds. The buyers of the organic products are not interested in organic seed, so the 
use of organic seed is not rewarded.  

An opportunity is the fact that some farmers use organic seed out of principle. The Association of 
Organic Farmers EKOŁAN multiplies seeds from old (gene bank) varieties organically, which are 
exchanged among the members. The farmers produce cereals like spelt, einkorn and emmer, and 
process them into pasta or flakes. Around 70% of the products are sold directly to consumers, mainly 
in Poland.   
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7. Recommendations from the stakeholders   
 The derogation policy should be changed. If this would be stricter, Torseed would start 

again with the production of organic seeds.  

 Training on organic seed production for farmers producing their own seed should be 
offered by the state advisors or seed authorities.  

 Make sure that there is more offer of organic seed from varieties that are asked by the 
processing industry.  

  
8. More information  

 
Polish seed database:  
http://piorin.gov.pl/rolnictwo-ekologiczne/wykaz-materialu-ekologicznego/  
  
 


