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From January 1st 2020 OrganicXseeds is 
the new organic seed database in Denmark
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Derogation practiseïimportant dates

Agricultural crops

15. nov. ï15. jan.: No derogations possible

15. jan. ï15. febr.: All agricultural crops with individual derogation option

15. febr. ï1. juli: For spring crops derogation possibility depend on availability and expert
evaluation of available varieties.  After July 1st only individual derogation possible

1. aug. ï15. nov.: Derogation possibility for autumn crops depend on availability and expert
evaluation (exact date depends on the species).
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Derogation practice ïimportant dates

Vegetable seed

15. nov. ï15. jan.: Individual derogation option

15. jan. ï15. nov.: Derogation possibility depend on availability and expert evalutation

Vegetative propagation material

15. nov. ï15. jan.:   Individual derogation option if varieties have been reported

Generel derogation possible if no reported varieties

15. jan. ï15. nov.: Derogation possibility depend on availability

Potatoes: New derogation practice (deadline March 1st for derogation applications, only two
year of derogations for same variety incl. warning list, upcoming Category 1) 
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Derogations and expert evaluations

ü Derogations are managed according to the mentioned dates. 

ü If a derogation is applied for and equivalent and suitable varieties are available, no derogation is 
granted, unless the farmer has specific needs at his farm.   

ü Crops that are not harvested, e.g. catch crops, must be from organic seed regardless of the expert
evaluation of the variety. 

ü The Danish Agricultural Agency use the expert evaluations of grass and clover for the process of 
approval of mixtures that are mixed/sold by seed companies. 
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Three main expert groups

ü Grass and clover

ü Agricultural crops (other than grass and clover) 

ü Vegetable seeds

The head of the variety examination office participates in all expert groups for agricultural crops
together with crop experts. 

Expert groups offer this service on a voluntary basis and are impartial. 
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Suitable

ü Varieties on the Danish National list ïwith exceptions (e.g. degradation of resistance)

ü Other impartial testing (conventional and organic) in Denmark and at the same level as known varieties
or with special qualities

ü Impartial foreign testing (conventional and organic) for the species in a comparable area and at same 
level as known varieties or with special qualities

Special circumstances

ü Tested but not suitable according to the above definition 

ü No testing in Denmark or comparable area

ü A number of years since last testing

ü Traits that make the variety unsuitable for organic conditions, e.g. yellow rust susceptibility
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Observation list

ü Suitable varieties must in general be on an observation list for one year before they can be evaluated
with special circumstances. 

ü The observation list functions as a warning to seed companies and offers them an opportunity to 
introduce a new variety for the next season


